
Economic Development Simulation 
 
 
This demonstration gets any age group of people thinking about the reality 
of poverty and how to help. 
 

1. Select one person who is good at doing math in their head.  
2. Hand out $260 TentMaker Project dollars (see last page) to this 

person. 
3. Hand placards to 10 other participants (Drop the following 

placards if you have too few people, in the following order: 
Entertainment, then Transportation, then Insurance, then 
Education) 

4. Instruct the buyer to wisely spend his $260 for what he needs. 
5. Instruct the 10 participants to try to sell the buyer as much as 

possible of what they have for sale. 
6. Mention that if the buyer chooses to live in a tent, he does not have 

the option of growing his own food. Also mention that he must 
invest in at least maintaining his business so that he can have the 
same amount of money to live on next year. 

7. If he does not give any money to his family, let him know that he 
will lose his business if he doesn’ t take care of his family. It should 
become quickly evident that the buyer does not have enough 
money. 

8. Offer him a loan of $260, insisting that he must tithe to the church 
(10% of $260+$260=$52 – round to $60)and use $160 of the 
money to upgrade his business so he can make $520 next year. 

9. Let the buyer finish making decisions and then applaud all who 
participated. 

10. Collect the placards and let everyone keep one of the TentMaker 
Dollars as a promotional card. 

11. Debrief the experience and explain how the Micro-loans help 
African church members. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

FFOOOODD: 
·  One year’s worth of seeds to grow 
your own food: $40 

·  Raise goats for meat for a year: $20 
·  One year’s worth of Groceries to cook 
your own food: $120 

·  One year’s worth of meals at a 
restaurant: $300 



 

CCHHUURRCCHH: 
·  Tithe: $20 
·  Offering: $20 
 



 
FFAAMM II LL YY: 
·  Help with brother' s wedding: $20 
·  Take care of Parents: $20 
·  Invest in nephew' s business: $20 

 
 



 
EEDDUUCCAATTII OONN: 
·  Elementary school: $40 
·  College: $1,000 

 
 



 
SSHHEELL TTEERR: 
·  Rent land and house: 
$80 
·  Live in a tent: $20 
 



 
CCLL OOTTHHII NNGG: 
·  One change of clothes for you and 
your family: $20 

·  Two changes of clothes for you and 
your family: $40 

 
 



 
EENNTTEERRTTAAII NNMM EENNTT: 
·  Internet: $60 
·  TV: $40 
·  Weekly Movie/Play/Circus: $100 
·  Telephone: $60 

 
 



 
II NNSSUURRAANNCCEE: 
·  Life Insurance: $20 
·  Health Insurance: $60 
·  Auto Insurance: $60 
 



 
TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTTAATTII OONN: 
·  Donkey: $20 
·  Motorcycle: $100 
·  Automobile : $200 
 



 
BBUUSSII NNEESSSS: 
·  Start a new business: $300 
·  Buy supplies to add on to your 
business: $160 

·  Upkeep for your existing business: 
$60 


